2017 Achievements Report
Friends of Pleasant Hill Creeks (FPHC) is an all
volunteer organization of Pleasant Hill residents who
care about our creeks. Two creeks, Grayson Creek
and Murderers Creek, flow through the City of
Pleasant Hill, connect with Walnut Creek, and then
drain into Suisun Bay. After a hiatus of several
years, FPHC was re-launched in 2017 with the
mission to “protect, restore, and enjoy” our creeks.
Creek Cleanup and Trash Assessment: More than
50 volunteers participated in a cleanup of Grayson
Creek in Pleasant Hill as part of 2017 Community
Service Day. Sponsored by the City of Pleasant
Hill’s Civic Action Commission, the cleanup focused
on approximately 1550 feet of Grayson Creek
between Golf Club Rd. and Chilpancingo Pkwy.
More than 20 cubic yards of trash were removed. In
conjunction with the cleanup, boy scout Sean
Mitchell (Troop 239) led a team of volunteers who
catalogued approximately 3,000 pieces of trash,
from straws to shopping carts to sofas. In total, ten
state and local agencies and organizations
participated. The cleanup and trash assessment
were highlighted in an article in the East Bay Times.

Great Egret Catches Fish in Grayson Creek

Water Quality Monitoring: Volunteers attended
trainings with the Contra Costa Watershed Forum
Monitors group and began collecting monthly water
samples
from
Grayson
Creek
in
2017.
Measurements of pH, dissolved oxygen, and other
parameters are being monitored.

Volunteers Prepare to Clean up Grayson Creek

Bird Survey: In partnership with the Mt. Diablo
Audubon Society, volunteers are conducting monthly
bird surveys in order to document avian biodiversity
in the Grayson Creek riparian corridor, which
provides habitat for multiple species of wildlife. A
species checklist and survey results will be
published in 2018. In addition, FPHC is working with
the California Bluebird Recovery Program to identify
appropriate sites for bluebird nest boxes.
New Pleasant Hill Library: FPHC is actively
participating in the design process for the new
Pleasant Hill Library, which will be built on Oak Park
Blvd. adjacent to Grayson Creek. Key inputs include
creating connections between the library, nearby
schools, and the creek as well as optimizing
opportunities for open space, outdoor education,
wildlife viewing, and a multi-benefit green corridor
that links public spaces and trails.
Community Outreach: FPHC is participating in the
Friends of Pleasant Hill Education Green Team and
providing regular updates to the Walnut Creek
Watershed Council and Contra Costa County
Watershed Forum.
Connect with FPHC: FPHC launched a new
website (www.pleasanthillcreeks.org) in 2017 as well
as a Facebook page (@PHcreeks) which has more
than 100 followers. Email is another way to connect
with us: pleasanthillcreeks@gmail.com.
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